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Cuillin Hills 2: 

South Loch Coruisk  

 
Loch Coruisk (J M W Turner, 1831) 

 

Loch Coruisk (Sidney Richard Percy, 1874) 

 
Loch Coruisk near Loch Scavaig (William Daniell, 1815) 

 

 

 
Lock Coruisk, the loch of the water corrie, is undoubtedly 
one of the most spectacular places on the Isle of Skye. It 
is both desolate and remote, giving it a grandeur that 
changes as the weather changes. A location worthy of the 
effort it takes to get there: a truly magical place. The 
glacial rock basin of Loch Coruisk, with an outflow to the 
sea via the Scavaig River, possibly the shortest river in the 
British Isles, is located within the central part of the 
Paleocene Cuillin Intrusive Centre, dominated by 
peridotites and gabbros: the remnants of a complex 
layered intrusion. Exposure is spectacularly good, with 
very little vegetation. The biggest enemy is weather – this 
is a place to relish when the sun shines. When the weather 
closes in, it is equally spectacular, but not for a detailed 
investigation of rocks! 

Aspects covered: banding, brecciation and layering 
within the Layered Peridotites; layering and blocks within 
the Outer Bytownite Gabbros; the glacial morphology, 
landforms and deposits of the Loch Coruisk basin. 

Route: Loch na Cuilce Landing Stage - Loch nan Leachd - 
Allt a' Chaoich - Allt Beag (the Nameless Burn) - Meall na 
Cuilce - Loch Coruisk (- return Loch na Cuilce Landing 
Stage). 

General comments: This is a challenging but rewarding 
excursion and should be saved for a good weather day. It 
is difficult to reach Loch Coruisk by foot, especially as time 
is required to examine the rocks, but access is made 
considerably more achievable by tourist boats that run 
out of Elgol during the Spring, Summer and Autumn 
months. Timetables vary and need to be 
checked/confirmed/booked in advance. This is the best, 
easiest and safest way to access Loch Coruisk. 

https://explore.osmaps.com/pin?lat=57.200015&lon=-6.158181&zoom=13.8555&overlays=&style=Leisure&type=2d&placesCategory=
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.197693&lon=-6.163040&zoom=13.9025
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.196821&lon=-6.152314&zoom=13.9025
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.197920&lon=-6.169461&zoom=13.9025
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.196727&lon=-6.169385&zoom=14.7583
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.200484&lon=-6.168491&zoom=14.7583
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.200484&lon=-6.168491&zoom=14.7583
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.203267&lon=-6.166240&zoom=14.7583
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.197693&lon=-6.163040&zoom=13.9025
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.197693&lon=-6.163040&zoom=13.9025
https://explore.osmaps.com/pin?lat=57.200015&lon=-6.158181&zoom=13.8555&overlays=&style=Leisure&type=2d&placesCategory=
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.145466&lon=-6.107829&zoom=15.8320
https://explore.osmaps.com/pin?lat=57.200015&lon=-6.158181&zoom=13.8555&overlays=&style=Leisure&type=2d&placesCategory=
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For the fit, access on foot is also possible from Elgol or 
Kirkibost [NG 5451 1719], both on Strathaird, via 
Camasunary Bay [NG 5131 1876], crossing the Abhainn 
Camas Fhionnairigh, and taking the indistinct path on the 
south side of Sgùrr na Stri (10km; at least 4 hours).  

Caution needs to be exercised when fording the Abhainn 
Camas Fhionnairigh. It is tidal (where entering 
Camasunary Bay) and, during periods of high tide, can 
only be crossed further (sometimes much further) 
upstream. During periods of high rainfall, even at low 
tide, the river may be difficult to cross. Conversely, during 
periods of drought, at low tide, the river can be safely 
crossed with ease and even without getting wet boots.  

With this route, just before reaching Loch Coruisk, The 
Bad Step (or Ladies’ Step of some old maps) needs to be 
negotiated with care.  

An alternative route is from Sligachan via Glen Sligachan 
and the northern end of Srath na Crèitheach, to reach the 
SE end of Druim Hain (8km/at least 3 hours each way) and 
thence Loch Coruisk. 

The traverse around Loch na Cuilce, at the beginning of 
the excursion, requires moderately low tides. 

It is strongly suggested that the logistics of this excursion 
are considered carefully by reading through the itinerary 
prior to going into the field. 

Distance: 5 kilometres (excluding access into and out of 
the area, see above). 

Time: 7 hours (but see General comments, above). 

 

Figure Cuillin 2.1: Loch na Cuilce at the head of Loch 
Scavaig, with boat landing stage and the Junior 
Mountaineering Club of Scotland (JMCS) Coruisk 
Memorial Hut. The hut was built in 1959 by Elgol builder, 
Lachlan Mackinnon. It is locked and not open to the 
general public, so is not a refuge in bad weather. The 
island in the foreground, Eilean Glas, is a popular basking 
place for common and grey seals. 

 

Figure Cuillin 2.2: The Bad Step on the east side of Loch 
nan Leachd. The crack in the rock that is used to traverse 
the gabbro slab is arrowed. On some old maps it is 
referred to as the Ladies’ Step. Trying to pass further up 
the slope is not advised. The Bad Step is avoided if arriving 
by a tourist boat. 

 

Figure Cuillin 2.3: Seals and cormorants on Eilean Glas in 
Loch na Cuilce. 

 

Figure Cuillin 2.4: Annotated oblique Google Earth® 
image of the Loch Coruisk area. 

https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.145466&lon=-6.107829&zoom=15.8320
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.179636&lon=-6.063533&zoom=14.6909
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.179636&lon=-6.063533&zoom=14.6909
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.192022&lon=-6.118002&zoom=13.2646
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.192022&lon=-6.118002&zoom=13.2646
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.193257&lon=-6.123652&zoom=13.2646
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.193257&lon=-6.123652&zoom=13.2646
https://explore.osmaps.com/pin?lat=57.196400&lon=-6.138777&zoom=12.9997&overlays=&style=Leisure&type=2d&placesCategory=
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.193257&lon=-6.123652&zoom=13.2646
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.193257&lon=-6.123652&zoom=13.2646
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.192022&lon=-6.118002&zoom=13.2646
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.194937&lon=-6.148787&zoom=16.0000
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.194937&lon=-6.148787&zoom=16.0000
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.290187&lon=-6.173818&zoom=14.3558
https://explore.osmaps.com/pin?lat=57.257552&lon=-6.153433&zoom=12.9997&overlays=&style=Leisure&type=2d&placesCategory=
https://explore.osmaps.com/pin?lat=57.225405&lon=-6.138780&zoom=12.9997&overlays=&style=Leisure&type=2d&placesCategory=
https://explore.osmaps.com/pin?lat=57.218948&lon=-6.137852&zoom=14.1408&overlays=&style=Leisure&type=2d&placesCategory=
https://explore.osmaps.com/pin?lat=57.199117&lon=-6.156297&zoom=13.5574&overlays=&style=Leisure&type=2d&placesCategory=
https://explore.osmaps.com/pin?lat=57.194713&lon=-6.163218&zoom=13.8555&overlays=&style=Leisure&type=2d&placesCategory=
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Figure Cuillin 2.5: Summary map and key of the Loch 
Coruisk area. 

 

Figure Cuillin 2.6: Annotated Google Earth® image of the 
Loch Coruisk area. 

 

Figure Cuillin 2.7: Annotated oblique Google Earth® 
images of the Loch Coruisk. 

Assuming arrival by boat at the Loch na Cuilce Landing 
Stage, follow the path NE along the west side of the 
Scavaig River (on some maps, incorrectly, River Coruisk) 
and cross at the Stepping Stones. This may be difficult and 
unsafe during periods of heavy rain, hence the advice to 
save this excursion for a good weather day. With a length 
of less than 300m, it is reputed to be Britain’s shortest 
river. 

 

https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.197693&lon=-6.163040&zoom=13.9025
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.197693&lon=-6.163040&zoom=13.9025
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.198032&lon=-6.158597&zoom=15.0435
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.198866&lon=-6.157878&zoom=15.0435


Excursion Cuillin Hills 2: South Loch Coruisk                                                                                                                                       4 
 

Figure Cuillin 2.8: The Stepping Stones across the Savaig 
River, close to the inflow from Loch Coruisk. These can be 
submerged during periods of heavy rainfall and cannot be 
crossed safely. 

Locality 1 [NG 4901 1927]: 

On the west side of Loch nan Leachd there is a small (54m 
O.D.) hill from where the general disposition of the 
various rocks of the southern part of the Paleocene Cuillin 
Intrusive Centre may be noted. To the west, on the other 
side of Loch na Cuilce, the main ridge of the southern part 
of the Cuillin Hills rises dramatically from sea level to over 
900m OD. The southern part of the ridge is composed of 
a microgabbro (Gars-bheinn type), together with large 
sheets of intrusive basalt and dolerite. North of the main 
southern ridge, the deeply-eroded An Garbh-choire 
marks the outcrop of the Layered Peridotites (see below). 
These rocks weather to a distinct brownish-orange and 
are readily identified from a distance on a clear day. 
Below these rocks (to the NE), in the Meall na Cuilce area, 
the lower units of the Outer Layered Bytownite Gabbros 
crop out. The basin of Loch Coruisk has been glacially 
scoured out of the middle ‘member’ of this sequence. To 
the NE of the loch, the ridge of Druim nan Ramh marks 
the line of the Inner Cross-cutting Bytownite Gabbro(s).  

 

Figure Cuillin 2.9: View west across the Scavaig River to 
the rounded knoll of Meall na Cuilce (185m OD), beyond 
which is the pyramidal Sgurr Dubh ridge. To the left 
(south) of the ridge is An Garbh-choire, at the top of 
which is the easily recognised Caisteal a’ Garbh-choire 
(the castle of the rough or wild corrie) on the horizon. 

The outermost/oldest part of the Outer Layered 
Bytownite Gabbros crops out locally, in particular the 
large slabs north of Loch nan Leachd which exhibit good 
examples of crystal lamination and slump structures. 
Xenoliths of basalt, dolerite, bytownite troctolite and 
peridotite are present throughout the sequence. Also 
common are large plagioclase-clinopyroxene segregation 
pods and veins, with crystals more than 4cm long that 
have developed in response to a more hydrous 
environment during crystallisation.  

Formation of these rocks, commonly referred to as 
cumulates, may, in part, be attributed to some form of 
crystal settling; however, intrusive events are more likely 
for some layers. There is no evidence that there was a 
single large magma chamber throughout the formation of 

the Cuillin Igneous Centre, rather it was formed by 
multiple injections of magma, essentially a confluent 
intrusive complex. 

 

Figure Cuillin 2.10: Exposures of the Outer Layered 
Bytownite Gabbros, north of Loch nan Leachd. Note 
excellent layering defined by mineralogical variation. 

 

Figure Cuillin 2.11: Outer Layered Bytownite Gabbros, 
north of Loch nan Leachd. Stratification comprises layers 
of coarse-grained bytownite gabbro and layers of fine-
grained laminated bytownite gabbro defined by 
variations in modal mineralogy. Pale layers have a higher 
proportion of calcic plagioclase crystals. Certain layers are 
non-planar, suggestive of post-deposition 
modification/deformation. Xenoliths and autoliths are 
common throughout the sequence. Pole c. 1m long. 

From here, re-cross the Scavaig River at the Stepping 
Stones.  

Walk around the head of Loch na Cuilce, noting the 
similar igneous features on that side of the river, and 
particularly good layering on the SE side of Meall na 
Cuilce. The rock face behind the  Coruisk Memorial Hut 
has well developed glacial striae. 

https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.195303&lon=-6.156398&zoom=15.4295
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.196821&lon=-6.152314&zoom=13.9025
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.195303&lon=-6.156398&zoom=15.4295
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.195303&lon=-6.156398&zoom=15.4295
https://explore.osmaps.com/pin?lat=57.194713&lon=-6.163218&zoom=13.8555&overlays=&style=Leisure&type=2d&placesCategory=
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.201451&lon=-6.193924&zoom=14.5737
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.200484&lon=-6.168491&zoom=14.7583
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.203434&lon=-6.160956&zoom=14.7583
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.220321&lon=-6.188601&zoom=14.1878
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.196821&lon=-6.152314&zoom=13.9025
https://explore.osmaps.com/pin?lat=57.198081&lon=-6.158898&zoom=15.3214&overlays=&style=Leisure&type=2d&placesCategory=
https://explore.osmaps.com/pin?lat=57.198822&lon=-6.157816&zoom=15.3214&overlays=&style=Leisure&type=2d&placesCategory=
https://explore.osmaps.com/pin?lat=57.198822&lon=-6.157816&zoom=15.3214&overlays=&style=Leisure&type=2d&placesCategory=
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.198910&lon=-6.166005&zoom=15.1442
https://explore.osmaps.com/pin?lat=57.200402&lon=-6.168421&zoom=15.3214&overlays=&style=Leisure&type=2d&placesCategory=
https://explore.osmaps.com/pin?lat=57.200402&lon=-6.168421&zoom=15.3214&overlays=&style=Leisure&type=2d&placesCategory=
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.198622&lon=-6.161888&zoom=15.1442


Excursion Cuillin Hills 2: South Loch Coruisk                                                                                                                                       5 
 

 

Figure Cuillin 2.12: Horizontal glacial striae on the rock 
face behind the Coruisk Memorial Hut. 

Continue past the Coruisk Memorial Hut (locked, not 
accessible without permission and a key), along the coast 
between the high- and low-water lines (not possible 
during some high tides) and the mouth of the Allt a' 
Chaoich (Gaelic, the Mad or Impetuous Burn and best 
crossed near the High-Water Line; also difficult and 
unsafe during periods of heavy rain). From here, proceed 
SW to the northern side of the Allt Beag (Gaelic, the small 
burn, but on some maps referred to as the Nameless Burn 
or is unlabelled). 

 

Figure Cuillin 2.13: The Allt Beag and the Allt a’ Chaoich 
viewed looking towards the NW from Loch na Cuilce. 
Distribution of the Layered Peridotites is indicated. 

Locality 2 [NG 4825 1948]: 

On the north side of the Allt Beag, Unit 1 rocks of the 
Outer Layered Bytownite Gabbros crop out. These rocks 
are plagioclase-olivine-clinopyroxene cumulates, but 
without the development of good layering. Proceed c. 
500m up the north side of the Allt Beag to an elevation of 
150m OD, to where continuous exposures of the Layered 
Peridotites may be examined in the immediate vicinity of 
the burn. En route to this elevation note isolated outcrops 
of peridotite on the north side of the stream, together 
with xenoliths of peridotite (up to 1m across) within the 
Outer Layered Bytownite Gabbros. The peridotites are 
readily identified by their distinct brownish-orange 
weathering characteristics (due to the breakdown of 
olivine, releasing iron) and 'tortoise-shell' fracture 
pattern. The magmas involved in the formation of the 
peridotites were more basic than basalt, most likely 

ultrabasic in character; however, crystal-liquid 
fractionation of basaltic magmas and the interaction 
(mixing) of compositionally different magmas, both basic 
and ultrabasic, will also have played important roles in 
the formation of these units.   

The main outcrop of the Layered Peridotites lies to the 
south of the Allt Beag, which flows along the southern 
side of the rock basin formed mainly by the upper 
tributaries of the Allt a' Chaoich. Proceed upstream on 
the south bank of the Allt Beag through unlayered and 
weakly laminated dunites (P1). Follow the Allt Beag to 
where it dies out. The area to the south consists of 
continuous exposures of units 2 and 3 fluxioned/layered 
peridotite and bytownite troctolite (P2 and P3) that form 
the south and SW side of the rock basin draining from the 
Coire’ a' Chruidh and Coire Beag.  

 

Figure Cuillin 2.14: Dunite within the lowest unit, P1, of 
the Layered Peridotites, adjacent to the Allt Beag. Coin c. 
24mm across. 

 

Figure Cuillin 2.15: Typical laminated peridotite (P2) of 
the Layered Peridotites in the vicinity of the southern 
tributaries of the Allt a’ Choich. Pole c. 1m long. 

From these rock-faces proceed north to a knoll (193m 
OD) in the confluence area of the upper tributaries of the 
Allt a' Chaoich. This knoll and much of the surrounding 
area consists of brecciated peridotite and bytownite 
troctolite (P4). Formation of these breccias involved 
disturbance and fragmentation of previously formed 
material (P1, P2 and P3; commonly layered) with 
‘younger’ material (magma(s)), typically orange-
weathering peridotite, now acting as the matrix of the 

https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.198622&lon=-6.161888&zoom=15.1442
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.197613&lon=-6.168688&zoom=15.1442
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.197613&lon=-6.168688&zoom=15.1442
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.196708&lon=-6.169169&zoom=15.1442
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.196769&lon=-6.169118&zoom=15.1442
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.196708&lon=-6.169169&zoom=15.1442
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.196708&lon=-6.169169&zoom=15.1442
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.195001&lon=-6.173683&zoom=15.1442
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.195001&lon=-6.173683&zoom=15.1442
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.196708&lon=-6.169169&zoom=15.1442
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.201098&lon=-6.182922&zoom=15.1442
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.201098&lon=-6.182922&zoom=15.1442
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.196708&lon=-6.169169&zoom=15.1442
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.196708&lon=-6.169169&zoom=15.1442
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.189936&lon=-6.184209&zoom=14.5737
https://explore.osmaps.com/pin?lat=57.191724&lon=-6.192781&zoom=14.6599&overlays=&style=Leisure&type=2d&placesCategory=
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.200167&lon=-6.181524&zoom=14.5737
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.200167&lon=-6.181524&zoom=14.5737
https://explore.osmaps.com/pin?lat=57.200594&lon=-6.179338&zoom=15.5031&overlays=&style=Leisure&type=2d&placesCategory=
https://explore.osmaps.com/pin?lat=57.200594&lon=-6.179338&zoom=15.5031&overlays=&style=Leisure&type=2d&placesCategory=
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breccias. Abundant glacial erratics offer excellent 
examples of these breccias. 

 

Figure Cuillin 2.16: Typical brecciated peridotite, with 
blocks of dunite, layered feldspathic peridotite and 
layered bytownite troctolite, with abundant 
anastomosing veins of peridotite and feldspathic 
peridotite, all set in a matrix of peridotite. An Garbh-
choire.  Pole c. 1m long. 

 

Figure Cuillin 2.17: Typical brecciated peridotite, with 
blocks of dunite, layered feldspathic peridotite and 
layered bytownite troctolite, with abundant 
anastomosing veins of peridotite and feldspathic 
peridotite, all set in a matrix of peridotite. An Garbh-
choire.  Pole c. 1m long. 

 

Figure Cuillin 2.18: Typical brecciated peridotite, with 
blocks of dunite, layered feldspathic peridotite and 
layered bytownite troctolite, with abundant 
anastomosing veins of peridotite and feldspathic 
peridotite, all set in a matrix of peridotite. An Garbh-
choire.  Pole c. 1m long. 

 

Figure Cuillin 2.19: Typical brecciated peridotite, with 
blocks of dunite, layered feldspathic peridotite and 
layered bytownite troctolite, with abundant 
anastomosing veins of peridotite and feldspathic 
peridotite, all set in a matrix of peridotite. An Garbh-
choire.  Pole c. 1m long. 

 

Figure Cuillin 2.20: Typical brecciated peridotite, with 
blocks of dunite, layered feldspathic peridotite and 
layered bytownite troctolite, with abundant 
anastomosing veins of peridotite and feldspathic 
peridotite, all set in a matrix of peridotite. An Garbh-
choire.  Coin c. 24mm across. 

 

Figure Cuillin 2.21: Typical pale, laminated feldspathic 
peridotite, bytownite troctolite and dark layered dunite. 
Note irregular boundary between the contrasting 
lithologies, suggesting some form of reaction along the 
interface. An Garbh-choire. Pole c. 1m long. 

From here, proceed north and across the Allt a' Chaoich, 
well above (west of) where it flows within a near-vertical 
gorge, towards Meall na Cuilce (185m OD).  

https://explore.osmaps.com/pin?lat=57.200594&lon=-6.179338&zoom=15.5031&overlays=&style=Leisure&type=2d&placesCategory=
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.200484&lon=-6.168491&zoom=14.7583


Excursion Cuillin Hills 2: South Loch Coruisk                                                                                                                                       7 
 

Locality 3 [NG 4833 1988]:  

In the summit area of Meall na Cuilce, the rocks of the 
(younger) Outer Layered Bytownite Gabbros contain a 
significant proportion of xenoliths of peridotite derived 
from the Layered Peridotites, together with fragments of 
bytownite troctolite and bytownite gabbro. The block 
concentration decreases up-sequence, to the NE. Close to 
the blocks, deflection and distortion of layering within the 
bytownite gabbros can be seen, suggesting that the 
blocks slumped into a younger unconsolidated crystal-
liquid mush.  

 

Figure Cuillin 2.22: Laminated Outer Layered Bytownite 
Gabbros with xenoliths of orange-weathering peridotite 
at the summit of Meall na Cuilce. View is towards the 
east, with Sgùrr na Stri in the distance. Hammer c. 60cm 
long. 

 

Figure Cuillin 2.23: Detail of laminated Outer Layered 
Bytownite Gabbros with xenoliths of orange-weathering 
peridotite at the summit of Meall na Cuilce. Pole c. 1m 
long. 

 

Figure Cuillin 2.24: Coarse-grained (here unlayered) 
Outer Layered Bytownite Gabbro, intruded by a dolerite 
dyke of the regional swarm, Meall na Cuilce. View is 
towards the southern end of the Sgùrr na Stri peninsula, 
with Strathaird in the distance. Pole c. 1m long. 

Proceed west towards the upper, meandering tributaries 
of the Allt a’ Choich and onwards to the valley SE of The 
Slabs, which provides a safe route down to the SW shore 
of Loch Coruisk. En route, note the excellent exposures of 
xenolithic Outer Layered Bytownite Gabbro forming the 
SE faces of The Slabs. 

 

Figure Cuillin 2.25: The Sgùrr Dubh Ridge and The Slabs 
from the NE side of Loch Coruisk. The boulder-strewn 
valley to the SE (left) provides a safe route to the shore of 
Loch Coruisk. 

 

Figure Cuillin 2.26: The valley SE of the Sgùrr Dubh Ridge 
and The Slabs. This boulder-strewn valley provides a safe 
route to the shore of Loch Coruisk. 

 

https://explore.osmaps.com/pin?lat=57.200363&lon=-6.168325&zoom=14.6599&overlays=&style=Leisure&type=2d&placesCategory=
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.200484&lon=-6.168491&zoom=14.7583
https://explore.osmaps.com/pin?lat=57.202389&lon=-6.184889&zoom=14.6599&overlays=&style=Leisure&type=2d&placesCategory=
https://explore.osmaps.com/pin?lat=57.202389&lon=-6.184889&zoom=14.6599&overlays=&style=Leisure&type=2d&placesCategory=
https://explore.osmaps.com/pin?lat=57.207319&lon=-6.183818&zoom=14.6599&overlays=&style=Leisure&type=2d&placesCategory=
https://explore.osmaps.com/pin?lat=57.207319&lon=-6.183818&zoom=14.6599&overlays=&style=Leisure&type=2d&placesCategory=
https://explore.osmaps.com/pin?lat=57.207283&lon=-6.175637&zoom=14.6599&overlays=&style=Leisure&type=2d&placesCategory=
https://explore.osmaps.com/pin?lat=57.207283&lon=-6.175637&zoom=14.6599&overlays=&style=Leisure&type=2d&placesCategory=
https://explore.osmaps.com/pin?lat=57.205483&lon=-6.182738&zoom=14.6599&overlays=&style=Leisure&type=2d&placesCategory=
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Figure Cuillin 2.27: Typical xenolithic Outer Layered 
Bytownite Gabbros on the SE face of The Slabs. 

On the NE side of Loch Coruisk at c. [NG 4862 2077] is an 
obvious rockfall dating from the 1980s, where blocks of 
Inner Cross-cutting Bytownite Gabbro have detached, 
most likely through freeze-thaw action. 

 

Figure Cuillin 2.28: Rockfall dating from the 1980s, where 
pale blocks of Inner Cross-cutting Bytownite Gabbro form 
a boulder field on the NE side of Loch Coruisk.  

 

Figure Cuillin 2.29: Detachment surface on the NE side of 
Loch Coruisk, resulting a significant rockfall in the 1980s. 

 Continue along the path on the SW side of Loch Coruisk 
to the SE end of the loch. Note the glacial striae, common 
on the ice-moulded (‘whale back’) surfaces nearby. 

 

Figure Cuillin 2.30: Elongate, striated, glacially-moulded 
(‘whaleback’) ridges of gabbro adjacent to the path on 
the SW side of Loch Coruisk. 

 

Figure Cuillin 2.31: Crescentic scars and fractures 
(‘chattermarks’) on gabbro surface, SW side of Loch 
Coruisk. Ice flow direction right-to-left (NW-to-SE). Pole 
c. 1m long. 

The view NW along the axis of Loch Coruisk is of a classic 
glacially-scoured basin, with steep crags to the NE and 
SW. The loch has a reported depth of 38m below sea-
level.  

 

Figure Cuillin 2.32: Loch Coruisk from the summit of Sgùrr 
na Stri. View is towards the NW. 

 

Figure Cuillin 2.33: Glacial erratics at the SE end of Loch 
Coruisk. Note the recent (1980s) rockfall on the far side 
of the loch. 

Continue along the west side of the Scavaig River towards 
the Loch na Cuilce Landing Stage.  

https://explore.osmaps.com/pin?lat=57.208292&lon=-6.171710&zoom=14.8804&overlays=&style=Leisure&type=2d&placesCategory=
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.208533&lon=-6.164359&zoom=14.7916
https://explore.osmaps.com/pin?lat=57.204667&lon=-6.170513&zoom=14.8804&overlays=&style=Leisure&type=2d&placesCategory=
https://explore.osmaps.com/pin?lat=57.204667&lon=-6.170513&zoom=14.8804&overlays=&style=Leisure&type=2d&placesCategory=
https://explore.osmaps.com/pin?lat=57.199180&lon=-6.158305&zoom=14.8804&overlays=&style=Leisure&type=2d&placesCategory=
https://explore.osmaps.com/pin?lat=57.206728&lon=-6.167535&zoom=14.8804&overlays=&style=Leisure&type=2d&placesCategory=
https://explore.osmaps.com/pin?lat=57.198489&lon=-6.158780&zoom=15.5419&overlays=&style=Leisure&type=2d&placesCategory=
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.197693&lon=-6.163040&zoom=13.9025
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Return to Elgol by tourist boat (by previous arrangement) 
or, alternatively, return to Elgol or Kirkibost or Sligachan 
if any of these were the starting point for the excursion 
(see above). The tourist boat is, however, by far, the most 
practical and sensible access route for this excursion. 

End of excursion. 

https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.145466&lon=-6.107829&zoom=15.8320
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.145466&lon=-6.107829&zoom=15.8320
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.179636&lon=-6.063533&zoom=14.6909
https://explore.osmaps.com/en?lat=57.290187&lon=-6.173818&zoom=14.3558

